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Nature and a Human Creature in English and American Literature
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And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very
good. (Genesis 1:31, KJV)’

. . . for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and
sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. (Matthew 5:44 45)

For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his
eternal power and God-head; so that they are without excuse: . . . .
(Romans 1:20)
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And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of
the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in
his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female
created he them. And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be
fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air,
and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. (Genesis 1:26-
28)
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. ... and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of
the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. (KJV)

... and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of
the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.
(Revised Standard Version)’
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° The Holy Bible, Revised Standard Version, Translated from the original tongues being
the version set forth A.D.1611, revised A.D.1881-1885 and A.D.1901, compared with the
most ancient authorities and revised A.D.1952. (WM. Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. for the
Bible Societies)
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I am putting you in charge of the fish, the birds, and all the wild
animals. (Today's English Version)'©
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And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of
Eden to dress it and to keep it. (KJV)

The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to
till it and keep it. (RSV)

Then the LORD God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to
cultivate it and guard it. (TEV)

cultivate one’s mind” “cultivate”

cult” “tilling,
care, refinement, worship”
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“creator” “destroyer”
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. . because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the
bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.
For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain
together until now. And not only they, but ourselves also, which have
the first-fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves,
waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. (Romans
8:21 23)

For that which befalleth the sons of men befalleth beasts; even one
thing befalleth them: as the one dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they
have all one breath; so that a man hath no preeminence above a
beast: for all is vanity. All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and
all turn to dust again. Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth
upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth downward to the
earth? (Ecclesiastes 3:19 21)
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