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0 ooo nam et erudiverunt multos, quo meliores cives utilioresque rebus suis publicis essent, ( D
E OFFCIISO XLIV )
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00 Eorum, qui de rebuspublicis aliquid conscripserunt,maxima pars vel supponunt,vel petunt, vel p
ostulant,hominem esse animal aptum natum” ad societatem; Graeci dicunt Z(i)ov TIOAl TI K QY ;
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0 Jappelle donc Republique tout Etat fegi par des loix, sous quelque forme d adminis- tration q
ue ce puisselétre : car alors seulement |'intéret public gouverne, et la chose publique est quelque ¢
hose. Tout Gouvernement [legitime est fepublicain(IJ0 'expliquerai ci-apfés ce que c'est que Gouv
ernement..1 (Du Contrat Social,l .00 ch.6)
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| therefore give the name ‘Republic’ to every State that is governed by laws, no matter what
the form of its administration may be: for only in such a case does the public interest govern,
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and the res publica rank as a redlity. Every legitimate government is republican”; what governm
ent is | will explain later on.

000 O Rousseau's Political Writings 0 O O J. C. Bondanellad (19880 ) OO0 OO OO
oooooooo

| therefore give the name republic to any state ruled by law, no matter what its form of adm
inistration, for only then does public interest govern, and the commonwealth really exist. Every |
egitimate givernment is republican”; | shal explain what government is later on.
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| therefore call every State ruled by laws a Republic, whatever the form of administratiuvon m
ay be, for then aone the public interest governs and the commonwedlth really exists. Every leg
itimate Government is republican”. | shall explain later what Government is.
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0 Je nentends pas seulement par ce mot une Aristocratie ou une Democratie, mais en derier
a tout gouvernement guide par la volonfe derierde, qui est laloi. Pour [étre legitime il ne faut
pas que le Gouvernement se confonde avec le Souverain, mais qu'il en soit le ministre : aors |
a monarchie elle-méme est fepublique. Ceci S'eclaircira dans le livre suivant.
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| have treated these matters at considerable length because [0 have planned and undertaken in
this work a discussion of the State ; hence, in order that this discussion might not be vauees
s, | had, in the first place, to remove al grounds for hesitation about taking parts in public aff
ars.

Ja developpe ces points avec une certaine ampleur, parce que, m’etant propose et ayant entre
pris dans cet ‘ecrit de traiter de la fepublique, je devais, pour que mon entreprise ne pafit pas v
aine, lever en premier lieu le doute qui peut ‘doigner des affaires des publiques.
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By commonwealth, | must be understood all aong to mean, not a democracy, or any form of
government, but any indepenmdent community, which the Latines signified by the word civitas ;
to which the word which best answers in our language is commonwedalth, and most properly ex
presses such a society of men,which community or city in English does not: for there may be s
ubordinate communities in government; and therefore, to avoid ambiguity, | crave leave to use t
he word commonwedlth in that sense, in which | find it used by king James the First; and | ta
ke it to be its genuine signification; which if any body dislike, 1 consent with him to change it
for a better. (Works. Ed,:823.P.416)
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Cette personne publique qui se forme ainsi par I'union de toutes les autres prenoit autrefois le
nom de Cited, et prend maintenant celui de Republique ou de corps politique, lequel est appe
lle par ses membres Etat quand il est passif, Souverain quand il est actif, Puissance en le comp
arant [@ ses semblables.

00 0Everyman's Library 0000 G.D.H.Cole DO0OOODOODOODO

01 understand by this wod, not merely an aristocracy or a democracy, but generally any gov
ernment directed by the genera will, which is the law. To be legitimate, the government must b
e, not one with the Sovereign, but its minister. In such a case even a monarchy is a Republic.
This will be made clearer in the following book [added in edition of 1782 from Rousseau’'s M
S notes].
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