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Message to Japanese: America was justified in dropping atom bomb
To the editor:

My name is David English, and | am a sophomore a PSU. Recently, | have been following
the events leading up to the anniversary, Aug. 6, of the dropping of the bomb on Hiroshima,
Japan.

| am the grandson of one of the men that was on the plane. | am extremely proud of what
my grandfather did in serving his country. As more information becomes available this year
it makes me mad.

First off, the Smithsonian has canceled the large exhibit (“ The Last Act: the Atomic
Bomb and the End of World War 11" ) celebrating the ending of World War 1. This is a dis-
appointment to the nation because they will not have the opportunity to learn about the war.

These days we, the United States, are seen as the aggressor in World War II, and the
Japanese as the helpless ones. Nothing could be further from the truth. An invasion of the
Japanese idlands would have caused the loss of many millions of lives. In fact, an invasion
was planned for November 1945 called operation
“ Downfdl” (from “ An invasion not found in the history books, " James Davis, November
1987).

Second, in a recent article about the upcoming anniversary (The Oregonian, March 5,
1995), the mayor of Hiroshima, Japan, Takashi Hiraoka, said* The Japanese did some cruel
things in World War II, but | don’t think it can be said the atomic bombings were justified
by those cruel actions.” He went on to talk about & plan” to expose Americans to what he
considered (or maybe the Japanese government considered) the correct view of the bombings.

My response is we don’'t want your imperia excuses about the bombing 50 years ago, and
don’'t expect an apology either. Fact, the Japanese started the war. Fact, the Japanese had mil-
lions of people ready to fight if the United States had invaded Japan. Fact, the Japanese were
forewarned they faced the “ Ultimate De-struction” in the Potsdam Proclamation, 1945.

| think the government and the people of Japan should commemorate the anniversary in
their own way and not put in their two cents about how we commemorate or don't com-
memorate the anniversary. It's an anniversary of what | consider the bravest of individuals,
who completed their mission and ended the war.

David English
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sophomore
[Daily Vanguard, March 7, 1995.]

000000000000 DO00 00000000 oooo0Oo0O0D 0000000 Ending
war no justification for dropping atom bomb” D O00O0OOO0O0OOO0

Reading a letter to the editor on March 7, “ America was justified in dropping aom bo
mb,” | felt like writing a response to this letter. First of al | would like to point out that
the Japanese people criticized the United States use of the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki because the atomic bomb is a kind of weapon that should not be used in any cir-
cumstances. Please imagine a bomb which would evaporate and melt tens and thousands of
people instantly, and cause great pain and gradual death to a much greater number of the ci-
vilian population. Even today some survivors are suffering from diseases related to the atomic
bombing. Also, the genetic influences from the bombing in the offspring of survivors must be
pointed out.

It is the prayer of the Japanese people that in the future no one on earth will encounter the
disaster from the use of nuclear weapons and we will be able to eiminate these horrible
weapons as soon as possible from the earth.

In the letter, the writer says that the atomic bomb ended the war. Actualy the war was near
the end before the bomb was used. After the battle of Okinawa, the Japanese Navy was d-
most extinct, war planes were amost used up in the battles of Pacific islands. In the condition
of the blockade, Japan did not have enough oil and planes to fight the war. Above al the
Japanese leadership feared the internal social chaos resulting from war weariness and food
shortage. Many Japanese sources say that the August 8th Soviet entry into the Japanese war
actualy prompted the Japanese surrender.

For the justification of the use of the atomic bomb, the writer says that the Japanese were
warned beforehand in the form of “ the Potsdam Declaration,” which was issued July 26,
1945. However, the specific term of* atomic bomb” was omitted in this document, and fur-
ther, the clause for guaranteeing the retention of the Emperor, which Secretary of War Stimson
mentioned was vita for the Japanese acceptance of the terms, was deleted right before the is-
suance of the declaration. It was easier for the American decision makers to predict the reac-
tions to the declaration than to predict the weather over Japan in those days. Also, the
important thing was that the American leadership knew the Japanese had requested the Soviet
mediation, while the Soviet Union was actually preparing the war with Japan.

| agree with the writer a one point. He regrets the Smithsonian’s decision of scaling down
the exhibition of the atomic bombing, saying that* This is a disappointment to the nation be-
cause they will not have the opportunity to learn about the war. ” | think, however, that the
Smithsonian exhibition is not the only place to learn about the war.

According to a Japanese newspapers, right now, the Japanese Parliament (equivalent to the
American Congress) is preparing for a specia resolution in which Japan will apologize to the
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Asian and Pacific nations Japan invaded in World War [I. The Parliament still has to over-
come the strong opposition of some conservative representatives who are still dreaming of the
glory of the past Japanese Empire.
| hope that this year, the 50th anniversary of the end of World War 1, will become the oc-
casion for reconsideration of the war, and the starting point for building world community
based on mutual understanding and friendship, without depending on the deterrence by nuclear
weapons. | think that this is the only way in which we can console the souls of tens of mil-
lions of victims of World War II.
Atsuo Hirano is a graduate student in History.
[Daily Vanguard, March 31, 1995.]
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