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Hester Prynne as a Sister of Mercy
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Throughout them all, giving up her individudity, she would become the general symbol a which
the preacher and moralist might point, and in which they might vivify and embody their images
of woman's frailty and sinful passion.(79)
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Hester Prynne looked at the man of skill, and even then, with her fate hanging in the balance,
was startled to perceive what a change had come over his features, --how much uglier they were,
--how his dark complexion seemed to have grown duskier, and his figure more misshapen,--since
the days when she had familiarly known him. (112)
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At first, his expression had been cam, meditative, scholar-like. Now, there was something ugly
and evil in his face, which they had not previously noticed, and which grew still the more ob-
vious to sight, the oftener they looked upon him.(127)
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None so ready as she to give of her little substance to every demand of poverty; even though
the bitter-hearted pauper threw back a gibe in requital of the food brought regularly to his door,
or the garments wrought for him by the fingers that could have embroidered a monarch’'s robe.
None so self-devoted as Hester, when pestilence stalked through the town. In all seasons of ca
lamity, indeed, whether general or of individuas, the outcast of society a once found her place.
She came, not as a guest, but as a rightful inmate, into the household that was darkened by
trouble; as if its gloomy twilight were a medium in which she was entitled to hold intercourse
with her fellow-creatures. There glimmered the embroidered letter, with comfort in its unearthly
ray. Elsewhere the token of sin, it was the taper of the sick-chamber. It had even thrown its
gleam, in the sufferer’s hard extremity, across the verge of time. It had shown him where to set
his foot, while the light of earth was fast becoming dim, and ere the light of futurity could
reach him. In such emergencies, Hester's nature showed itself warm and rich; a well-spring of
human tenderness, unfailing to every real demand, and inexhaustible by the largest. Her bresst,
with its badge of shame, was but the softer pillow for the head that needed one. She was self-
ordained a Sister of Mercy; or, we may rather say, the world’s heavy hand had so ordained her,
when neither the world nor she looked forward to this result. The letter was the symbol of her
cdling. Such helpfulness was found in her, -- so much power to do, and power to sympathize,
-- that many people refused to interpret the scarlet A by its origina signification. They said that
it meant Able; so strong was Hester Prynne, with a woman’'s strength.(161)
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climbed her way, since then, to a higher point. The old man, on the other hand, had brought him-
sdf nearer to her level, or perhaps below it, by the revenge which he had stooped for.” (167)
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hidden mysteries which the simplicity of the former never could have reached. A bitter kind of
knowledge that! * (223)0 0000 000000000 0OOODOOOD ODOOOOOOOO
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Then, flinging the aready written pages of the Election Sermon into the fire, he forthwith began
another, which he wrote with such an impulsive flow of thought and emotion, that he fancied
himself inspired; and only wondered that Heaven should see fit to transmit the grand and solemn
music of its oracles through so foul an organ-pipe as he. (225)

gboooooobobobobooobooooobooboboboooobooobOobob
goooo

According to their united testimony, never had man spoken in so wise, so high, and so holy a
spirit, as he that spake this day; nor had inspiration ever breathed through mortal lips more evi-
dently than it did through his. (248)
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This idea of his transitory stay on earth gave the last emphasis to the effect which the preacher
had produced; it was as if an angel, in his passage to the skies, had shaken his bright wings
over the people for an instant, --at once a shadow and a splendor, --and had shed down a
shower of golden truths upon them. (249)
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O Hester, thou art my better angel! | seem to have flung myself -- sick, sinstained, and sorrow-
blackened -- down upon these forest-leaves, and to have risen up al made anew, and with new
powers to glorify Him that hath been merciful! (201-2)
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“There can be, if | forebode aright, no power, short of the Divine mercy, to disclose, whether
by uttered words, or by type or emblem, the secrets that may be buried with a human heart.”
(Chap. X, 131)

“Heaven would show mercy,” rejoined Hester, “hadst thou but the strength to take advantage of
it.” (XVII, 196)

“l could recdl one instant of peace or hope, | would yet endure, for the sake of that earnest of
Heaven's mercy.” (XVIII, 201)
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“l seem to have flung myself -- sick, sin-stained, and sorrow-blackened -- down upon these
forest-leaves, and to have risen up al made anew, and with new powers to glorify Him that hath
been merciful!” (XVIII, 201-2)

“in the name of Him, so terrible and so merciful, who gives me grace, at this last moment, to
do what--. . . " (XXIII, 253)

“and God is merciful! Let me now do the will which he hath made plain before my sight.”
(XXII1, 254)

“God knows; and He is merciful! He hath proved his mercy, most of al, in my afflictions.”
(XXIII, 256)

gbooooooboobobobob oooooboobobooobooobooooboOobob
gbobobobooooooboobobobooboboooooo

gbooboooooboooobooboobobobooooboooboobOoo ooboooooon
gboboboboboooooboobobobooboooooobobobOoboboooboobonDo
00000 00000000000000000MOO0OUO00O0O0 00000000 OOOo
gboboboobooobooobooboboboboooboobooboboboooooboobonDo
gboboboboboooooboobobobooboooooobobobobobooboooonDo
goobobooboooobobobotoobooooo oo oboboboobooboobDo
gboboboooboooboobooboobo

g

gboooobobobobbboooboooboobooboboboooboobooobobob
OO000OO000OOo0O0o0ooOoOO00ODO0O0bDOOoOO0D OoDoOoooo * agSster of Me
rey JO0O0O0Ooo0o0ooouooobooboboooooooogon

Earlier in life, Hester had vainly imagined that she herself might be the destined prophetess,
but had long since recognized the impossibility that any mission of divine and mysterious truth
should be confided to a woman stained with sin, bowed down with shame, or even burdened
with a life-long sorrow. The angel and apostle of the coming revelation must be a woman, in-
deed, but lofty, pure, and beautiful; and wise, moreover, not through dusky grief, but the ethereal
medium of joy; and showing how sacred love should make us happy, by the truest test of a life
successful to such an end! (* Conclusion” 263)
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And, as Hester Prynne had no sefish ends, nor lived in any measure for her own profit and en-
joyment, people brought all their sorrow and perplexities, and besought her counsel, as one who
had herself gone through a mighty trouble. Women, more especially, --in the continualy recur-
ring trials of wounded, wasted, wronged, misplaced, or erring and sinful passion, --or with the
dreary burden of a heart un-yielded, because unvaued and unsought, --came to Hester’'s cottage,
demanding why they were so wretched, and what the remedy! Hester comforted and counselled
them, as best she might. She assured them, too, of her firm belief, that, a some brighter period,
when the world should have grown ripe for it, in Heaven's own time, a new truth would be re-
vealed, in order to establish the whole relation between man and woman on a surer ground of
mutual happiness. (* Conclusion” 263)
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