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Factorial Invariance of the Parenting Strain Index for Parents with Disabled Children
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Abstract : The purpose of this study was to evaluate the factorial invariance of
the Parenting Strain Index for parents with disabled children to ascertain the cross-
validation of this scale. Five hundred thirty-four mothers in Shizuoka prefecture and
Tokyo Metropolitan whose children attend special education school for the disabled
participated in this study. The questionnaire of mother consisted of age and the
number of children, family structure and Parenting Strain Index for parents with
disabled children. The questionnaire of children consisted of gender, age and a kind of
disability. The second-order factor model was adopted for a factorial structure model,
with '"negative emotions to children", "limitation on social activities", "negative
emotions to parenting” and '"financial constraints" as first-order factors,and
"parenting strain" as a second-order factor. By using the confirmatory simultaneous
factor analysis, the second-order factorial model was found to be the most suitable for
our data. Results suggested the factorial invariance of Parenting Strain Index for
parents with disabled children and thus supported the cross-validation of this scale.
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